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& The cities that you shall give to the Levites: the six cities of refuge that you shall provide for a
murderer to flee there, and in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities. ” All the cities that
you shall give to the Levites: forty-eight cities, them and their open spaces. 8 The ct:u'es that you
shall give from the possession of the Children of Israel, from the many you shall increase and
from the few you shall decrease, each according to his inheritance that they shall inherit shall
he give of his cities to the Levites.

9 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: '° Speak to the Children of Israel and say to them: When
you cross the Jordan to the land of Canaan, 1" you shall designate cities for yourselves, cztzfzs
of refuge shall they be for you, and a murderer shall flee there — one who takes a lzf:e
unintentionally. 2 The cities shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, so that the murderer will
not die until he stands before the assembly for judgment. 1? As to the cities that you shall
designate, there shall be six cities of refuge for you. '* Three cities shall you designate on the
other side of the Jordan, and three cities shall you designate in the land of Canaan; they shall
be cities of refuge. '* For the Children of Israel and the proselyte and resident among them shall
these six cities be a refuge, for anyone who kills a person unintentionally to flee there.

16 Jf he had struck him with an iron implement and he died, he is a murderer; the murderersr'laﬂ
surely be put to death. ' Or if with a hand-sized stone by which one could die did he strike him,
and he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. '® Or if he struck him
with a hand-sized wood implement through which one could die, and he died, he is a murderer;

- D\ - The assembly shall rescue the murderer from the hand of the avenger
of the blood, and the assembly shall return him to his city of refuge where he had fled; he shall
dwell in it until the death of the Kohen Gadol, whom one had anointed with the sacred oil. 25 But
if the murderer will ever leave the border of the city of refuge to which he had fled, 27 and the
avenger of the blood shall find him outside of the border of his city of refuge, and the avenger
of the blood wil kill the murderer — he has no blood-guilt. ® For he must dwell in his city of
refuge until the death of the Kohen Gadol, and after the death of the Kohen Gadol the murderer
shall return to the land of his possession,

2 These shall be for you a decree of justice for Your generations, in all your dwelling places.
% Whoever smites a person, according to the testimony of witnesses shall one kill the murderer,
but a single witness shall not testify against a person regarding death.
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9-34. Cities of Refuge. Whenever someone takes a life,
there are four general possibilities: (a) If the act was acciden-
tal to a degree that the perpetrator was blameless, he is
absolved of responsibility; (b) if the act was unintentional,
but with a clearly defined degree of carelessness, the perpe-
trator is exiled to a city of refuge; (c) if the circumstances of
an intentional murder were such that the court cannot carry
out the death penalty, or if there was a high degree of negli-
gence — what the Sages call "unintentional, but close to
intentional” — the sin is too grave to be absolved by exile; (d)
if killing was intentional, and the murderer was properly
warned and his act was witnessed, he is liable to execution by
the court.

Only the court has the authority to decide which of the
above applies, and until it does so, a close relative of the
victim, the avenger of the blood, has the right to kill the
perpetrator. To prevent him from doing so in the event the
killer does not deserve that fate, the Torah provides that the
perpetrator should flee to one of the cities of refuge where he
will be safe from the wrath and vengeance of the relative,
pending the decision of the court. The Torah will now de-
scribe the function of the cities and set forth the guidelines
for the cases that require exile.

14. 177'2 3¥» unn oryn whw — Three cities shall you
designate on the other side of the Jordan, i.e., on the east
bank. The verse provides that the two-and-a-half tribes to the
east should have as many cities of refuge as the nine-and-a-
half on the west — a seeming disproportion. The Sages
(Makkos 9b) infer Irom Scripture that murder was more com-
mon on the eaStbank so that, despite Its smaller population,
it required more places of reluge (Rashi).

Even though these cities were specifically for uninten-
tional murderers, so that the high incidence of premeditate;

murder should not have a bearing on how many cities were
needed, it stands to reason that many killers would try to
make their crimes appear to be inadvertent, thus making
them eligible for refuge. Furthermore, even though the pop-

ulation of the east side was smaller, the size of the territory
was as great as that on the west side, so that more cities were
needed to enable killers to flee there before they were caught

ky avengers (Ramban).
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Each person must say, “The world was created for me.”
Sanhednrin 37a

Every Jew must know deep in his heart that he is as

0TI by

93 ank why mKan PR Yy ok oyam b — oo KN b
anMm nop nkan k5 ovn b ey e aRw Tonn

0 O%K DM 93 MBTY Tom 2w JRw D9nm o9%enn 1:'71:*‘
NK mMaw? 17 5% 5723 Y91 “0nb 0o Sw ayma myn oIk wks
893 KYD1 TOM KMAT YN GpwI DVAA NPT AT DYYaw WP

192 2%M2% DIX T3 AMWwpna Sw 18 AnmTh Aman oenn m v 53

M OX DM 17 (v yan 53 Sy m KRNt oIR %5 naan
Avyn Yaca amdn

UMK 23 IKID KIPRT K027 Tn wmb a1 onna gvkn nph

D' 271 KM WO YK 19wa 1 WA W vee oK nbs gh)

9K MK NBYM VP LW 11 B YK abwan 1n oun 17 T Kk

D YK oM Oya o bk ombwm mkwr (@ x o DRGSR

mna% nonb w ny Ak xeab ma k3 PONWTY MKW Mwan

B DNW X 7pT T Ty mine o 9K Surw Ty .nmso mpT 1y
/-2 MRY wmxww
T

STRIT Non Yya vin Yy pran? 9197 WK DIKAW L]0 W) M|
Jn MM OTKA PX DK 03 79'0% .ANIYAT 37N DK Nk pent ww

aneph mwa 9319 prawmn Yw vwea [ny orno
DK Y91 wKS PRI KMAT NK\E 1piEd 0K unm ovnd

2w T NN 0mMon DNEa 07Ky K DYpo nwhs mar [ myy

precious to God as if he were an only child. Each person
must declare, “The entire world was created only for me,” for
God made the perfection of the entire universe dependent
upon the souls of the Jewish People. Each individual is at the
center of countless, interconnected, spiritual worlds. Thus, it
E as though he alone exists, for no one else can repair those
aspects of creation unique to him. Every individual must work
to purify his consciousness, and to make his soul radiate with
a pure, clear faith. In this way, the Jewish People are
considered partners with God in the act of creation..

When Adam ate from the Tree of Knowledge, he caused
good and evil to become intermingled both in the upper worlds
and in the souls of mankind.' The repair, which entails the
separation and uplifting of the g.chl. is accomplished through

Torah and prayer, and through each word spoken in holiness
be it a blessing or an “amen” or a Kaddish. Whenever a person

mthsgn_ds a trial and overcomes the evil inclination, he causes

a wondrous reparation to occur within himself, and within al]
" 2

e worlds dependent upon him.
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Rabbi Nachman taught that every day is a completely new
world.” Each day makes use of a different spark and, even if a
person perfects today’s spark, he will stll have to work on
tomorrow’s.

Yet the Evil One steals our days, one at a time. He confuses
us with worries over the past and future, which are not under
our control at all. A day here or there seems insignificant, but
in the end, all the days of one’s life, with all their holy sparks,
‘will be lost.

A
'I'thainThingisthe Present

Therefore, our main effort is to treasure every moment of
the present and to realize that the only thing we have in the
world is now and today. It doesn’t take great wisdom to hold

onto the present, only the honesty and simplicity to recognize

exactly what one needs to do at that instant. For example, a
person walking in the streets knows that he should not let his
eyes stray to improper sights. When he prays, he knows that
he should answer Amen or respond to Kaddish with
concentration. In yeshiva, he knows that he should study
Torah another hour without interruption—whatever is right
for that particular time.

Awareness of our responsibilities can also save us from

wasting our lives in trivialides. This is the only way we can

perfect ourselves. When we worry about the future, we are going

ahead of our days; when we worry about the past, we trail
behind them. In neither case are we actually going with our
da)}s: Euf,rﬂé});{ all our attention into the present, then we
fulfill the verse, “And Avraham was old, he came with his days”

(Genesis 24:1).
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nything that a person does habitually — however

important — begins after a while to lose its appeal

and status. This is quite natural, and it requires great
effort to prevent this from happening.

One such activity is tefillah. We pray three times a day,
every day, all week and year after year. It, too, becomes stale and
mechanical, and we forget that it is one of the most powerful
weapons in our spiritual armoury.

In this parashah, the Torah rules that anyone who Kkills a
fellow Jew unintentionally must flee for protection to one of the
special cities of refuge. There he will remain until the high priest
dies; only then he can return home (Bamidbor 35:25). Our Sages
in Tractate Maccos (11a) explain the connection by saying that
the cohen gadol was indirectly responsible for the original blood-
shed. When he prayed on Yom Kippur for the welfare of Klal
Yisroel in the year ahead, he had the power to prevent anyone
from being killed even fortuitously. If, therefore, someone did

lose his life it indicated that he had not petitioned Hashem
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'gdequately and to the fullest extent. On his death, the murderer
=
fwas also released.

This episode gives us a telling insight into the potency of
rayer and the awesome responsibility that goes with it. Natu-
rally, much more was expected of the high priest than anyone
felse, but we, too, can have the same hotline contact with

o

. ake our requests. Perhaps because we daven so often we have
- orgotten its dynamic potential.

2 Our Sages also relate that the mothers of the high priests
Sused to befriend the murderers and offer them delicacies and
_'ciothes so that they should not pray for the demise of their sons
to gain an early release. Once again we percieve the capacity of
i sincere tefillah — the ability of a murderer to shorten the life of
“the cohen gadol with his prayer which the mothers tried to

fmatemal love of their children. If their sons stand accused of -
-?_.!;)t_clavening properly to avert fatalities in Klal Yisroel, they too
,'felt culpe_lble because they had not taught their children the true *%
ijralue and power of prayer. If they would have educated them

' correctly in this field, possibly such tragedies would never have
'hﬁppened, and the blame lies partially with therﬂ.’
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Evcryonc knows about the neshamah yeseirah, the supplemen-
gary soul we gain on Shabbos. So what does it mean? Some
people think it’s like a fairy tale, something out of a storybook, a
nice thing to tell the children. You know, children, on Shabbos a
second soul flies into your body and makes you very happy. A cute
fairy tale. But it’s not a fairy rale. It’s in the Gemara. It’s in
Midrash. So what is this neshamah yeseivah? Where does it come
from? What does it do?

I have to admit that these questions troubled me for years.
Then recently 1 saw what the Vilna Gaon says about it, and I was
stunned. The ‘Gaon writes that we have a neshamah yeseirah, an
additional soul, because on Shabbos we have an additional zefilah.

Every day, we have Maariv, Shacharis and Minchah, but on
Shabbos, we also have Mussaf.
Do you hear these incredible words? Do you know what refilab is?

It is the pure connection of the Jewish soul to the Creator. The
opportunity and the privilege of standing before Him expands the
soul and infuses it with great power. So on a day when we stand

before Him in tefilak four times instead of only three, our souls are
expanded and enlarged and filled with powers Tar beyond the normal
condition. That, says the Vilna Gaon, is the neshamal yeseirah.

We wake up every morning and say, « Elokai, neshamah shenasa-
ta bi tehorah hi. The soul you have placed in me is pure!” I recall
vividly my rebbe Rav Yitzchak Hutner zatzal before Yom Kippur
screaming to us, “The neshamak is pure. It cannot be sullied. It
cannot be stained no matter what you do, no matter how we fail,
no matter what mistakes we make or rebellious acts we commit.
The neshamah cannot be stained. It is always pure.” That is what
we are. We are neshamos, pure, incorruptible neshamos. We’re not
just people. We’re not 1Qs. We’re not test results. We’re not meas-

" ured by material standards. We’re pure and holy neshamos.

When we stand before the Almighty and relate to Him as

neshamos, that is the essence of refilah. The contours and dimen-

sions of the relationship, of the connection between the di\'inc\

soul and the Sburcc of everything in the entire cosmos, that is
what zefilah is all about. Shemoneh Esrei is the highest and purest

expression of the transcendent neshamah. )
Tefilah is the expansion of the meshamah, the return of the

neshamah to its source. Tefilah begins with the clarity of thought.
You can’t come to it by falling in. It has to be a conscious and
determined act of the neshamah’s desire to connect to the root of
everything in the cosmos. The neshamah thirsts to express itself.

H'ow do we achieve this connection? It is the work of a lifetime,
but at least we have to know where to begin and where we are
headed. The main thing is to understand that it is the neshamah
communicating directly with the Almighty. And what counts is
not so much how long you stand Shemonch Esrei. Moshe
Rabbeinu often prayed at great length. But when his sister Miriam
was afflicted, he cried out with the utmost brevity, “ Kel na refa na
lah. O Lord, please heal her!” What counts more than length is
how much neshamah you put into your tefilah.

We all have difficulties with zefilah, don’t let anybody fool you.
But if we learn what it is, perhaps it will be casier for us to
approach it. There is an unusual Gemara that is mentioned in di#—
ferent places with slight variations. The core of the Gemara is
“would that a person could daven all day, would we be connected
to the root of our existence all day.” This teaches us that we are

primarily neshamah beings. |
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Let us first determine that there is a surprising correspondence be.-
tween our subject and the first paragraph of the Shema. The mystics
note that the breakdown of six arei miklat and forty-two Levitical citics
are present in the Shema: The frst linet of the shema, from shema to
echad contains six words. The rest of the paragraph, from vahavia to
u'__vishfm‘rhaz contains forty-two words. This division of the Shema is
not arbitrary, for the two sections reflect quite distinct concepts. The
first line, containing six words, is the most basic declaration of a Jew’s
faith in God and His perfect, total unify. The remainder of the para-
graph expresses our love for God and how the implications of that love
manifest themselves in t ought and deed_ We may suggest that the six
arei miklat and the forty-two cities of Levitical residence correspond,
at least conceptually, to this breakdown of the content of the Shema.

<f The accidental killer, has, by taking the life of another, put his
own [ife in spiritual jeopardy. Thus, while he may still be physically
extant, Tie needs to take steps to repair the spiritual damage and re-
store his relationship with God. Not to do so would leave him without
a life force, a person with no spiritual function.
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